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1. About 
 

We, the authors, firmly believe in adoption of ecologically, socially and economically sound 
systems based on the principles of health, ecology, fairness and care. Our one-year 
experience at IFOAM EU helped us to understand how organic agriculture fits into that 
idealistic picture and we have decided to write this guide in order to share our findings with 
other organic enthusiasts and people who want to learn more.   
 
 What is actually organic? 
 How was it found? 
 When and where did it happen? 
 What is the current state in our countries: Croatia, France, Greece, Lithuania and Spain? 
 Who are the people who work for the organic sector in Europe? 
 What are the prospect for future development of organic food and farming? 
 
The experience of European Voluntary Service helped us to get the answers to these 
questions and we believe it is now our responsibility to pass that information on. First of all, 
a responsibility towards the European youth, though of course, people of all age are very 
welcome to read this guide which we hope they would find interesting. 
 
Since we believe that knowledge needs to be put into practice, we have composed a chapter 
with useful information on how to engage in organic, both on global level and in the 
countries the five of us come from. 
 
We hope you will all enjoy reading of this guide as well as your future organic experience! 
 
 
Asta Donielaite, 
Athanasia Champidi, 
Ivan Marko Stazic, 
Laura Maeso 
and Marie-Chiara Tort 
 



 
 

 
 

2. What is organic 
 

Organic Agriculture is a production system that sustains the health of soils, ecosystems and 
people. It relies on ecological processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted to local conditions, 
rather than the use of inputs with adverse effects. Organic Agriculture combines tradition, 

innovation and science to benefit the shared environment and promote fair relationships and 
a good quality of life for all involved.1 

 
Organic food in the European Union is food that has been grown and processed according to 
the EU regulations on organic food and farming. It is also lot more than that. It is food that 
has been grown with the highest regard for the environment, for animal welfare, for food 
safety and for food quality. It is also food that is controlled by a unique certification system 
to make sure that it meets these requirements. 
 
The organic regulations in the EU restrict the fertilisers and pesticides that farmers can use. 
Only those that have least effect on the environment and are the safest for wildlife, farm 
animals and humans are allowed. The regulations also set strict rules for the ways that 
animals must be cared for to minimise suffering. 
 
The regulations also restrict the additives and processing aids that food manufacturers can 
use, for example by prohibiting food colourings. This ensures that the true quality of the 
food is not hidden or changed during processing.2 
 
It is also important to repeat that not only the products officially labelled by the EU organic 
logo and certified by authorised bodies are organic. There is probably many farmers in the 
world who respect these standards even not knowing what organic exactly is. However, the 
concept is nowadays widely familiar, well recognised and the demand for organic products 
currently exceeds the offer in Europe.   

                                                                 
1
 http://www.ifoam.org/en/organic-landmarks/definition-organic-agriculture  

2
 Information taken from: "ORGANIC: a short introduction for business people", Green Organics and IFOAM EU, 

2013, 3rd edition 

http://www.ifoam-eu.org/en/what-we-do/organic-regulations
http://www.ifoam.org/en/organic-landmarks/definition-organic-agriculture


 
 

 
 

3. Organic food and farming – a brief history 
 

 Until 1920s: Farmers use natural means to feed the soil and to control pests.3 

 1924: The lectures of Rudolf Steiner held at Koberwitz, Germany (now in Poland) was 
published thus emerging the fundamental principles of biodynamic farming and gardening. 

 1924: First biodynamic research activities at the Goetheanum in Dornach, Switzerland.4 

 1931: The organic farming movement was born in Rimini, Italy. In May 1931, Albert Howard 
corrected the proofs of his book The Waste Products of Agriculture: their Utilization as 
Humus which describes how the Indore composting system which was the foundation of the 
new movement was developed, and why.5 

 1933: The "Association for Research in Anthroposophical Agriculture" (Versuchsring 
anthroposophischer Landwirte), directed by the German agronomist Erhard Bartsch, was 
renamed The Imperial Association for Biodynamic Agriculture (Reichsverband für biologisch-
dynamische Wirtschaftsweise).6  

 1940: Mr. Howard’s book An Agricultural Testament is published explains the relationship 
between the health of the soil, the health of plants and the health of animals.7  

 Second World War: Farming methods changed dramatically after research on chemicals 
designed as nerve gas showed they were also capable of killing insects.8  

 1941: The Imperial Association for Biodynamic Agriculture (Reichsverband für biologisch-
dynamische Wirtschaftsweise) was dissolved by the National Socialist regime9 

 1950s: Activities of Hans Müller, his wife Maria Müller and Hans Peter Rusch the pioneers of 
organic-biological farming, at the Möschberg Centre for organic farming.10 

 1972: International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) established.11 

 1973: Private Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) founded.12 

 1977: First scientific conference of the IFOAM held in Sissach.13 

 1985: The European Union issued a Green Paper on the perspectives for the Common 
Agricultural Policy stating the need to maintain farming methods that guarantee the 
preservation of socio-economic and natural environments.14 

 1991: The first European Regulation (2092/91) of organic farming. It emerged the need of 
having organic farmers voice present at the institution of the European Community - IFOAM 
EU founded. 

 2003: IFOAM opened an office in Brussels ensuring the organic presence in the heart of the 
European Union through its regional group IFOAM EU. 

                                                                 
 
3
 http://theorganicsinstitute.com/organic/history-of-the-organic-movement/  

4
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture  

5
 http://journeytoforever.org/farm_library/howard_memorial.html  

6
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture  

7
 http://organic.com.au/people/AlbertHoward/  

8
 http://theorganicsinstitute.com/organic/history-of-the-organic-movement  

9
 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture  

10
 www.orca-research.org  

11
 http://www.ifoam.org  

12
 http://www.fibl.org  

13
 http://orgprints.org/8758/1/alfoeldi-etal-2006-switzerland.pdf  

14
 http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/quality/policy/  

http://journeytoforever.org/farm_library/howard_memorial.html#waste
http://journeytoforever.org/farm_library/howard_memorial.html#waste
http://www.ifoam.org/
http://www.fibl.org/en.html
http://aei.pitt.edu/931/01/perspectives_for_cap_gp_COM_85_333.pdf
http://aei.pitt.edu/931/01/perspectives_for_cap_gp_COM_85_333.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/
http://theorganicsinstitute.com/organic/history-of-the-organic-movement/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture
http://journeytoforever.org/farm_library/howard_memorial.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture
http://organic.com.au/people/AlbertHoward/
http://theorganicsinstitute.com/organic/history-of-the-organic-movement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biodynamic_agriculture
http://www.orca-research.org/
http://www.ifoam.org/
http://www.fibl.org/
http://orgprints.org/8758/1/alfoeldi-etal-2006-switzerland.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/quality/policy/


 
 

 
 

4. Who works for the benefit of organic food and farming in 
Europe? 

 

As the European umbrella organisation for organic in Europe, the IFOAM EU Group 
advocates for the development and integrity of European organic food and farming. With 
more than 160 member organisations the work of the organisation spans the entire organic 
food chain and beyond: from farmers and processors, retailers, certifiers, consultants, 
traders and researchers to environmental and consumer advocacy bodies. 
 
The year 2013 has been an important year for IFOAM EU Group. After the success at the 7th 
European Organic Congress in Lithuania, the country which at the moment held the 
Presidency of the Council of Europe, IFOAM EU events team and all IFOAM EU staff had 
another challenge – to highlight memorable 10th birthday. For this occasion we organised a 
three-days celebration and conference. 
 
On the first day of the celebration the attendees were able to participate in political 
excursion during which participants could learn more about the work of the European 
Parliament, the European Commission and NGOs located in a sustainable building called 
Mundo B.  The day ended with an evening reception where experts from different EU 
countries talked about significant 10 years of IFOAM EU work that had an important impact 
to all Organic sector, including on the Common Agricultural Policy of the EU, as well as its 
Organic Regulation. 
 
The second day of the event was based around the topic ‘What opportunities for organic 
farming and food systems?’ Participants had an opportunity to listen and discuss with high 
level experts of organic sector from all Europe and exchange their experiences on CAP 
reform, Organic Regulation and the European Innovation Partnership for Agriculture.  The 
highlight of the celebration was an opportunity for networking in more unofficial 
environment. During the dinner organic food and drinks were served, also participants could 
taste snacks from different European countries. 
 
The last day of the event focused on the topic – ‘Organic Vision 2030: Build the European 
Organic future’. During this day participants could hear about the plans for organic sector 
also share their thoughts and opinions. 
 
The input received from around 150 guests from all over Europe vas very enthusiastic and is 
most certainly going to be used for shaping the future of the organic sector in Europe. 
 



 
 

 
 

5. How to engage? 
 

Apart from positions that offer an experience EU-level advocacy at IFOAM EU or other 
organic-supporting organisations, there is a way to gain first-hand organic experience at a 
genuine organic farm – across the world! 
 
Originally called “Working Weekends on Organic Farms”, WWOOF came into being in 
England, in Autumn 1971, when Sue Coppard, a secretary living and working in London, 
recognised the need for people like herself,  who did not have the means or the opportunity, 
to access the countryside and support the organic movement. 
 
Her idea started with a trial working weekend for four people at a bio dynamic farm at 
Emerson College in Sussex, arranged through a contact in the Soil Association. The weekend 
was a great success and things gathered momentum very quickly. Soon many more organic 
farmers and smallholders were willing to host people keen to work on their farms in return 
for food and accommodation (WWOOFers). Hosts and WWOOFers made new friends and 
enjoyed the experience of exchanging assistance and knowledge. 
 
The concept has evolved since then. In the last few years many new WWOOF organisations 
have been created with the help and support of existing WWOOF groups so that in 2012 
there were more than 50 WWOOF groups worldwide. 
 
The authors of this Guide had their own WWOOFing experience which they described on 
their blog “The Organic Five”: 
 
The Plukrijp farm and beyond 
 
In the beginning of autumn, the Organic Five were sent to learn more about organic farming out of 
first-hand experience. It was about time to say goodbye to sunny summer and accept the rainy reality 
of Belgium when a Flemish bus took us to the picturesque permaculture farm Plukrijp, located near 
Schriek to drive us off into an adventure that was about to widen our horizons. 
 
The aim of this visit was to spare some moments to look at what we couldn’t see clearly while sitting 
at our offices or walking through corridors of EU institutions swarmed by some white collars chased 
by lobbyists. To better understand whom our Brussels-based organisation IFOAM EU works for. 

 
Plukrijp is a GMO-free, pesticide-free and 
fertilizer-free zone. No surprise about that. 
However, we weren’t aware that it was more 
than just a farm, but a community where we 
would learn not only about physical aspect of 
farming, but also a whole new philosophy of 
living. Its population consists of one biological 
family that is enriched with enthusiastic 
WWOOFers from Australia, Belgium, Germany, 
Italy, Northern Ireland, Morocco, Spain and 
Taiwan. 

 

http://www.ifoam-eu.org/en/get-involved/vacancies
http://www.wwoof.net/
http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WWOOF
http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/1504142_10151795736412601_292714037_n.jpg


 
 

 
 

Frank is the owner and kind of a guru to all its inhabitants. Besides instructing us on how to harvest 
fruits and vegetables and to build settlements such as Mongolian Yurt, Frank also spent a lot of time 
explaining us his ideology. That’s how we got insight into his views on politics and society, his 
criticism of capitalism and the consumerist culture. 
 
If Frank is the rational half then his soul-mate Martine is 
certainly the spiritual part of the charming couple. With 
her help, we experienced a great way to start off a day – 
through a group meditation with other volunteers. After 
some intense physical work that followed, the perfect 
way for finishing a well-rounded day of work was some 
sauna relaxation in combination with soaking in a cold 
swimming pool. 
 
According to the Plukrijp leader, human kind should go back to its roots, give up on excessive 
technology and turn to moral, instead of material values. Some of Frank’s ideas resembled the 
thoughts written in chief Seattle’s letter (regardless of that document’s authenticity). An idealism that 
made many of the people from the farm think of permaculture as a way of living which promises 
bright and sustainable future. 
 
If this is the way to organize new types of small communities in some future scenario, so far maybe 
still too utopistic, then may it become true! Until it does, Plukrijp’s doors are open to all people that 
are open to this kind of experience. Therefore visit the farm’s website and visit the farm! 
 
  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yurt
http://www.barefootsworld.net/seattle.html
http://plukrijp.be/?lang=en


 
 

 
 

6. Organic in Croatia, France, Greece, Lithuania and Spain 
 

Organic in Croatia: plenty of room for improvement 
Written by Ivan Marko Stazic  
 

 
 
Unfortunately, “Croatia belongs to the group of rare countries where organic agriculture is 
underdeveloped”, according to the group of authors from the University of Zagreb’s Faculty of 
Agronomy and the “Marko Marulić” Academy in Knin. 
 
In a paper[1] on organic agriculture in Europe and in Croatia (2011), K. Batelja Lodeta, J. Gugić and Z. 
Čmelik explain: “One of the major limiting factors for the development of organic agriculture is the 
market that is not organized and the lack of appropriate knowledge and skills. The developing 
potential is in young educated people interested in organic production and the growing number of 
consumers aware of organic production.” 
 
To look on the bright side, according to the Croatian Ministry of Agriculture data, over last 10 years 
the number of organic producers has multiplied 10 times: from only 130 in 2003 to 1528 in 2012. 
That could draw to a conclusion that the increase in organic land area would follow, but instead… In 
2012, the share of agricultural surfaces dedicated to organic farming was only 2.45% (32,000 
hectares out of 1,300,000 overall), what shows that there is still a lot of room for improvement. 
The organic land in Croatia consists of: 
 

 Fields (animal feed, grains, oil crops and pulses) – 68.8% 
 Grassland – 14.1% 
 Orchards – 8.9% 
 Medicinal plants – 20% 
 Olive groves – 1.6% 
 Vineyards – 1.3% 
 Vegetables – 0.5% 
  

The gap between the growing demand (both in Europe and Croatia) and the lack of production is 
planned to be decreased by taking actions on a national level. Following the model of the 2004 
European Action Plan for Organic Food and Farming, in 2011 the Government has set out the Action 
Plan for Organic Development in Croatia. Its main goal is to raise the share of organic land to 8% by 

http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/2014/01/31/organic-in-croatia-plenty-of-room-for-improvement/#_ftn1
http://mps.hr/default.aspx?id=6184
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-policy/action-plan_en
http://www.mps.hr/UserDocsImages/strategije/AKCIJSKI%20PLAN%20RAZVOJA%20EKOLO%C5%A0KE%20POLJOPRIVREDE%20ZA%20RAZDOBLJE%202011-2016.pdf
http://www.mps.hr/UserDocsImages/strategije/AKCIJSKI%20PLAN%20RAZVOJA%20EKOLO%C5%A0KE%20POLJOPRIVREDE%20ZA%20RAZDOBLJE%202011-2016.pdf
http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/hrvatski-eko-proizvod-eu-organic-logo.jpg


 
 

 
 

2016. Other aims are mostly focused on encouraging rural development and raising awareness of the 
quality of organic products and their benefits for consumers and the environment. 
 
In addition to the national legislation on organic production, as of 1 July 2013 the Common 
Agricultural Policy is in power in Croatia as well as the European Union organic regulation: 

 Reg. (EC) No 834/2007 
 Reg. (EC) No 889/2008 
 Reg. (EC) No 1235/2008 

The term “ekološki”  was inserted in the Reg. (EC) No 834/2007 to indicate and label organic 
products in Croatia and the EU import rules do not apply to Croatian products anymore, thus 
breaking the last barrier to increase the export of agricultural goods with focus on their (organic) 
quality. 
 

 
Organic food and farming in France 
Written by Marie-Chiara Tort 
 

 
(c) Marie-Chiara Tort 
 
Today about 4% of the utilised agricultural area (UAA) is cultivated using organic methods and 5% of 
the farm are organic in France. The number of French organic farmers exceeds 25 000 on the first 
semester 2013. 
 
Organic agriculture appeared in France at the beginning of the 50′s, after its development in 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland and UK already in the 20′s. It was a reaction to the harsh agricultural 
intensification started in the same decade, motivated first by the link between agriculture, food and 
health and environment, and then by the consequent dependency of the farmers to the industry (for 
the inputs, the access to the market…). 
Very fast two approaches will start coexisting in the movement: a technical and economical approach, 
and a more comprehensive one, linking organic agriculture to an idea of society.  In reaction of the 
organization of the organic sectors selling inputs to the farmers, this second approach created the 

http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:189:0001:0023:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008R0889:en:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32008R1235:en:NOT
http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/coquelicots.jpg


 
 

 
 

association Nature et Progres in 1964, a branch independent of any commercial interest. It is the 
beginning of a politic and scientific base. 
 
In the 70′s, with the awakening of a global environment awareness and the oil crises, organic 
agriculture start to be seen as an interesting alternative. At the same time, the concepts of 
specifications, of assurance and control, are developed in order to guarantee the quality for the 
consumer. In 1972, the first French specifications on organic is presented by Nature et Progrès to 
coordinate the active organisations in the sector. But in parallel the organic movement split in many 
organisations. 
 
The Organic Agriculture National Federation of the French regions is created in 1978 by organic 
farmers, to unify the voice of the sector, and become soon the focal point for the public authorities. 
Acknowledging the importance of the sector, in 1998, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fishery 
launched the first multi-annual development plan on Organic Agriculture. 
 
Sources: INRA, FNAB 
 
 

Organic agriculture in Greece 
Written by Athanasia Champidi 
 

 
(c) Marie-Chiara Tort 
 
According to the Pilot Project ‘’Organic agriculture in European countries-Training on European 
standards for Ecological agricultural production – EcoJob – AP’’ organic agriculture in Greece has its 
roots in the ecological movement at the beginning of the 1980s. The first organic farmers were 
mostly amateurs who experimented with different organic cultivation methods, e.g. according to 
Steiner, Fukuoka and others. 
 
The first organic production in Greece began in 1982 in Aigialeia when a small group of local farmers 
began the production of organic Corinthian grapes with the intent to export them to Holland. A 
consultant for organic agriculture working in cooperation with the Dutch certification organisation 
Skal laid the basis for the conversion of some farms in Aegio, a region between Patras and Korinthos.  
 

http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/1239904_10151650791974331_1943969244_n.jpg


 
 

 
 

The organic farming project of the EAS Aigialeias is still active today, with over 500 producers 
involved in the farming of grapes, olives, and citrus fruit. From 1986 onward, a German firm 
supported the production of organic olives and olive oil for export. The first organic olive production 
began in Mani in the mid-1990s.  During the 1980s, foreign regulatory bodies, (Skal, Soil Association 
and Naturland), controlled Greek organic farms, as such infrastructure did not yet exist in Greece.  
 
During that time, the Greek market was focused on olive oil, olives, citrus, wine, and grain. There is 
no official data on organic agriculture for the period from 1982 to 1992. According to estimates, 
there were about 150 producers cultivating a total area of 200 hectares. The major change was 
brought about with the application of EU-Regulation 2092/91, in 1993 in the country, while a second 
expansion took place after the adoption of EU-Regulation 2078/92 in 1996 in the country. Among 
other things, the Regulation calls for giving subsidies in order to support organic agriculture. This 
incentive is credited with nearly doubling the organically cultivated land in less than a year. 
Afterwards, the number of organic farmers and the corresponding cultivated areas continually 
increased.[i] 
 
According to the data’s of the Greek Ministry of Rural Development and Food the organic agriculture 
area is 1.213.050,98 acres. The main regions are: West Greece 4.464 units, Peloponisos 3.834 units 
and Thessaly 3.365 units. Dominant organic farming for Greece remains the cultivation of olive 
519368.315 acres Cereals (wheat barley oats, maize, rise etc) with 267581.9 and straw-producing 
plants (annuals, perennials, pasture) with 161975 acres.[ii] The sector is declining during the last 2 
years, because consumers are turning to cheap products, due to the economic crisis, which has 
significantly reduced their purchasing power .According to the latest data, the market for organic 
products in Greece is currently estimated at 93 million, while two years ago amounted to 100 million 
Euros. The reluctance of consumers reflected by the fact that sales of organic is highly reduced in 
chains of supermarkets, which two years ago, reflecting 60% of the total annual turnover of the 
market.[iii] 
 
 

http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/IFOAM%20EU/Organic%20agriculture%20in%20Greece.doc#_edn1
http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/IFOAM%20EU/Organic%20agriculture%20in%20Greece.doc#_edn2
http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/IFOAM%20EU/Organic%20agriculture%20in%20Greece.doc#_edn3


 
 

 
 

Organic Agriculture in Lithuania 
Written by Asta Donielaite 
 

 
 
 
In May of 2014 Lithuania will celebrate 10 years in EU. These 10 years was extremely important for 
organic sector and as for all development in Lithuania in general. Organic land area grew around 9 
times, from ~17 000I ha to ~152 000II ha in 9 years. 
 
Organic movement in Lithuania started almost after the recovery of Independence in 1990, when a 
group of activists of scientists and farmers joined in to non-profit organisation ‘GAJA’. It wasn’t an 
easy start as the organisation didn’t get a lot of public and government support and trust. But in 
1991 ‘GAJA’ joined IFOAM and already in 1993 – 9 organic producers were officially certified. Also 
during 1993 foundation ‘Tatula’ was founded, as a result of released ruling about importance of 
saving a sensitive relief of North Lithuania region which is known as karst region. The main purpose 
of the ‘Tatula’ organisation was to join organic farmers of North Lithuania region who saw the 
importance of saving environment of this region. 
 
From 1992 ‘Gaja’ was receiving a lot of support from Switzerland. Association SVWO was organising 
learning courses and lectures for Lithuanian organic farmers in Switzerland. Also they founded a fund 
which was giving loans without interest to organic farmers. This support was really important for 
organic sector farmers as the sponsorship from Lithuanian Government started only in 1997. Also 
official certification body was founded in 1997 and in 2000 ‘EkoAgros’ got accreditation from IFOAM. 
 
Now organic sector land is covers 5,7II % of all agricultural land, in 2006 the fast growth of organic 
sector in Lithuania after joining the EU led some to predict that organic sector would expand up to 
15% by 2015, but the economical crisis stopped rapid growth. When recovery after the crisis started 
in 2010, LOFA (Lithuanian Association of Organic Farms) was founded. Now this association is the 
youngest but at the same time biggest non-profit organic organisation in Lithuania; it joins around 
160 Lithuanian farmers. LOFA is strong lobbying group for organic farmers and is influential in 
developing organic policy in Lithuania. 
 
Now there are around 2600II organic farmers in Lithuania and this number is growing as the 
importance of organic agriculture in Lithuanian Agriculture sector is finally recognised and becoming 
more popular in society and as a result of hard work of mentioned NGO’s, government is also 
involved in this recognition and solving the problems of organic agriculture in Lithuania. 
  

http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/ekologinins-ukis_6.jpg


 
 

 
 

I ‘The World of Organic Agriculture’ 2004, FiBL 
II ‘The World of Organic Agriculture’ 2013, FiBL 
 
Other sources: 
http://www.dirvos.lt/lt/naujienos/ekologinei_zemdirbystei_lietuvoje_20_metu/ 
http://www.manoukis.lt/mano-ukis-zurnalas/agroverslas/453-ekologinis-zemes-ukis-lietuvoje 
 
 

Organic sector in Spain 
Written by Laura Maeso 
 

 
Spain is the European Union Member State with the most organic land use out of total agricultural 
land/ hectares of organic land, with a total of 1.621.898 ha (Fibl, 2013).  But it hasn´t always been like 
that. The evolution of the sector has developed over years: 
 
The beginning of organic agriculture (agricultura ecológica in Spanish) comes from the 1970s. During 
that time, just a few small fields were used for organic farming and were managed by very young 
farmers. One of the first examples was organic rice production in Murcia. 
 
Although the sector grew in the 1980s, a real increase in production only came in the 1990s. In 1991, 
there was 4.235 ha of organic fields, rising up to 269.465 ha and 352.164 ha in 1998 and 1999, 
respectively. Since then, the land used for organic production has doubled.Most of the products are 
exported. Spain has optimal climate and soil conditions for a good organic harvest. This fact makes 
Spain a good agriculture exporter, mainly to Central and the Northern Europe. 
 
The number of organic farmers in Spain is 30.462 (MAGRAMA, 2012), being one of the countries with 
highest rate of organic farmers in the world. In 2011, the selling of organic food was amounting to 
965 million euro (Fibl, 2013). 
 
However, all the facts mentioned refer to the export. Consumers in Spain don’t incorporate organic 
products in their diets so often. In terms of organic import, manufactured organic products come 
from different countries in Europe. But in recent years, this situation is changing and consumers, 
little by little, are getting more and more used to organic products. 
  
Sources: 
Research in organic farming and composting in Spain and sector priorities in Europe, 2004. 
International Conference Soil and Compost Eco-Biology. 
http://www.soilace.com/pdf/pon2004/4.Porcuna.pdf 
COAG, 2006, De la producción agraria convencional a la ecológica, 
http://www.coag.org/rep_ficheros_web/a43d2ae5f36685c5ddb47d2ef6143dfd.pdf 

http://www.dirvos.lt/lt/naujienos/ekologinei_zemdirbystei_lietuvoje_20_metu/
http://www.manoukis.lt/mano-ukis-zurnalas/agroverslas/453-ekologinis-zemes-ukis-lietuvoje
http://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agricultura_ecol%C3%B3gica
http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/estadistica/temas/publicaciones/anuario-de-estadistica/2012/default.aspx
http://www.soilace.com/pdf/pon2004/4.Porcuna.pdf
http://www.coag.org/rep_ficheros_web/a43d2ae5f36685c5ddb47d2ef6143dfd.pdf
http://theorganicfive.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/logosae_tcm7-7419.jpg
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7. Useful addresses to find out more about  organic agriculture in 
Europe 
 

Belgium 
 

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements EU Group (IFOAM EU Group): 
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/  
 
Croatia 
 

Ministry of Agriculture of Republic of Croatia, a page dedicated to organic agriculture. 
http://mps.hr/default.aspx?id=6184  
 

NGO which provides organic and permaculture enthusiasts with information and other kinds of 
support http://www.zmag.hr  
 

Organic-certifying body in Croatia and an IFOAM / IFOAM EU member  
http://www.eko-liburnia.hr/eko.htm 
 
France 
 
The National Federation of Organic Agriculture (FNAB) 
www.fnab.org  
 

Syndicat national des transformateurs de l'agriculture biologique 
www.synabio.com  
 
Greece 
 

Hellenic Ministry of Rural Development and Food  
www.minagric.gr 
 

Private Law Legal Entity operating for the public benefit under the supervision of the Ministry of 
Rural Development and Food (L. 2637/98).  It is an established body responsible for the 
implementation of national policy on quality in agriculture.  
www.agrocert.gr 
 

a group of scientists and professionals that give information about agriculture, and organic farming. 
http://realfarm.gr/Blog/ 
 

Certification Bodies 
www.dionet.gr 
www.greencontrol.gr 
www.bio-geolab.gr 
www.physiologike.gr 
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www.bio-geolab.gr 
www.bio-hellas.gr 
www.gmcert.gr 
www.qways.gr 
www.tuvhellas.gr 
www.acert.gr 
www.irisbio.gr 
info@oxygencert.gr  
 

Consumer Organisation 
biozo@email.com   
  

Organizations for plant genetic material in Greece 
http://www.peliti.gr/ 
www.motherearth.gr 
www.aseedforchange.com 
http://www.patoinos.gr/ 
http://www.aegilops.gr/ 
 
Lithuania 
 

Ministry of agriculture 
http://www.zum.lt/index.php?1816667578  
 

Chamber of agriculture 
http://www.zur.lt/index.php?-1640085348  
 

Lithuanian Association of Organic Farms (LOFA/LEUA) 
p.sdaniulis@gmail.com  
 
Spain 
 

Ecovalia 
http://www.ecovalia.org  
organization that promotes organic production and responsible consumption, with a vocation for 
leadership and service to society organization.  
 

SEAE: Sociedad Española de Agricultura Ecológica  
http://www.agroecologia.net/   
organization that work on the promotion all aspects of organic farming, agroecology and sustainable 
rural development,  agri-ecological activities and the development and improvement of techniques 
for organic agriculture and agroecology.   
 

Red de Semillas  
http://www.redsemillas.info/ 
organization of technical, social and political, that has worked for conservation of agricultural 
biodiversity at the local, national and international context. 
 

Plataforma Rural   
http://www.plataformarural.org/  
social movement that brings together progressive forces working in the villages, the only movement 
coming from a rural area in a context that dominate urban organizations and movements. 
 

VSF-Justicia Alimentaria Global 
http://vsf.org.es/ 
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organization that works in the need to change the current food system that oppresses and expelled 
to rural communities, and destroys the environment. This change is through the achievement of 
Food Sovereignty promoting a model of fair rural development for Food Sovereignty in society and 
generate a sense of solidarity as a principle of social transformation. 


