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Seed  
Oat is an annual plant which 
accomplishes its entire life 

cycle in one growing season. 
The seeds should be from 

organic origin and the use of 
local varieties is encouraged. 

In the unfortunate case of non 
availability on the market, 
authorisation can be  given 

from the competent authority 
to use  untreated non-organic 

seeds. 

Production rules  
Parallel production (conventional and 

organic oat at the same time) is prohibited. 
The conversion period is minimum 2 years.  
• From the 1st to 12th month oat can be 

sold as a conventional product  
• From 12th to 24th month oat can be sold 

as in conversion product 
• If the oat is sown after 24th month the 

farm committed to the organic method, it 
can be sold as organic product. 

OAT 



Sugar cane and Vanilla bean are perennial crops: 
their life cycle lasts more than two years. 

The most common way of reproduction of sugar 
cane are clones from cross fertilisations.  

Vanilla is a climbing plant, planted in combination 
with tutor trees in organic cultivation systems. The 
parent plant shall have been produced organically 

for two growing seasons. If there is no availability on 
the market the competent authority can give a 

derogation. 
 For perennial crops, the 

conversion period is minimum 3 
years before the first harvest of 

organic products.  
• From 1st to 12th month they 
can be sold as conventional 

product,  
• From the 12th to the 36th 

month as in conversion product  
•After 36 months the farms has 

been committed to organic 
methods, the products can be 
harvested and sold as organic 

product. 

Import 
Neither Brazil nor Madagascar have signed an 
equivalent agreement with the EU for organic 

products.  
In that case the exporter’s certification body should 
be in the list of control bodies recognised from the 

EU Commission for the purpose of equivalence. 

SUGAR CANE 
AND 

VANILLA 
BEAN 



Practices for plant protection and fertilization in 
organic crops in annual crop (Oat) and perennial 

crop (Sugar and Vanilla)  

Application of 
livestock manure 

or organic 
material, 
preferably 

composted, from 
organic production 

The use of 
biodynamic 
preparations  

Fertilisers, soil 
conditioners and 
plant protection 

products 
authorised for 
use in organic 

Rely on 
the 

protection 
from pests 
by natural 
enemies 

 

Multiannual 
crop rotation 

including 
legumes and 
other green 

manure crops 

Thermal 
processes  

The use of plant fertilization and protection should be based in a 
‘’prevention’’ approach. That’s why the use of local varieties 
adapted to the regional conditions is promoted. The use of 
external inputs has to be justified. 
 



Poultry cannot be kept in cages and in general the housing, building and 
husbandry practices guarantee the welfare of the animals.   
A poultry house cannot contain more than 3000 animals and should allows 
the access to outdoor areas. The artificial light should be maximum 16 
hours per day. The indoor areas should be for laying hens 6 animals/m2  or 
7 animals/nest.  
The poultry should be outdoors 1/3 of its life. The outdoor should be 4m2 

of area available in rotation/head. Open air areas for poultry shall be 
mainly covered with vegetation and be provided with protective facilities.  
The maximum number of laying hens per ha equivalent to 170 kg 
N/ha/year is 230 animals. 

Young poultry should be organic. 
Local breeds should be used.  

ORGANIC 
POULTRY - 

Eggs 



Breed 
Indigenous breeds and strains 

should be used because of: 
• Capacity to adapt to local 

conditions 
• High level of resistance to diseases. 
When farmers experience difficulty 
to find organically reared livestock 

and organic feedingstuffs 
derogations can be granted under 

strict conditions.  

Conversion  
The period to convert dairy cows 

farms into organic is 6 months and 
at least three quarters of the cows 

lifetime. The entire production unit, 
including livestock, pasturage 

and/or any land used for animal 
feed should be converted. The total 

combined conversion period for 
animals and fields is 24 months, if 

the animals are mainly fed with 
products from the production unit. 

ORGANIC DAIRY 
COWS – Butter  



All the young animals are preferred to be fed with maternal milk 
for at least 3 months. 

A diet that may encourage anaemia is strictly prohibited 

The feed should be 100% organic 

The 60 % of the dry matter in daily rations of herbivores shall 
consist of roughage, fresh or dried fodder, or silage 

At least the 60% of the feed should be from the farm and if 
that’s not possible from other organic farms primarily in the 

same region 

DIET OF THE 
ORGANIC 

COWS  



For dairy cows it is very important that the floor is smooth and not 
slippery 

The housing shall be provided with a comfortable, clean and dry 
laying/rest area of sufficient size, consisting of a solid construction 

which is not slatted 

Ample dry bedding strewn with litter material shall be provided in 
the rest area.  It comprises straw or other suitable natural material 

and may be improved and enriched with any mineral product  

The indoors areas for a dairy cows should be 6m2 and 4,5 m2 
outdoor (exercise area, excluding pasturage) 

The use of allopathic tranquillisers, prior to or during transport and 
the use of any type of electrical stimulation to coerce the animals 

isn’t allowed .  

LIVING 
CONDITIONS OF 
ORGANIC COWS 



Prevention measures  
Housing, pens, equipment and utensils 

shall be properly cleaned and 
disinfected, no chemical treatment for 

prevention is allowed.  

If the animals get sick  
they shall be treated immediately, if necessary in isolation and 
in suitable housing. Phytotherapeutic, homeopathic and trace 
elements can be used. They may get treated with chemically 

synthesised allopathic veterinary medicinal products or 
antibiotics, exclusively under the responsibility of a 

veterinarian.  

ANIMAL 
HEALTH 

MEASURES  



The methods that the 
processors use should 

guarantee the maintenance of 
the organic integrity and vital 
qualities of the cookie, during 

all the stages of the 
processing. To achieve that 

preferably biological, 
mechanical and physical 
methods should be used. 

Non agriculture 
ingredients can be used 

only for nutrient 
purposes or in case of 
essential technological 
need and only if they 

are authorised 

The operator that processes 
organic and non organic 

products should keep them 
separate in time or space and 

ensure the identification of lots. 
They should take precautionary 

measures to avoid the risk of 
contamination by unauthorised 

substances or products and 
carry out operations on organic 

products only after suitable 
cleaning of the production 

equipment 
 

Processing of organic cookies 



• Regulation (EC) No 834/2007 
• Regulation (EC) No 889/2008 
• Regulation (EC) No 1235/2008 

Reference EU Regulations: 


